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1. Man’s frame and foundation (v. 1-14)

In this passage, we see that the earth has been created, but not yet cultivated (v.5)
—God will form man to “work and keep” the garden. Anthropomorphic language is
used of God—he breathes life into Adam. This points to the sense in which God
pours himself into Adam, gives of himself to bring man to life. We see similar
language used about Jesus and his disciples when he breathes his Spirit on them
(John 20:19-23).

We can be assured that every human life from conception forward is being kindly
crocheted by God (Psalm 139). Therefore, our bodies and what we do with them
matter.

In the planting of the garden (v.8) we can see the theme of the transcendentals
being developed: the true, the good, and the beautiful. God is maximally true,
maximally good, and maximally beautiful.  To be made in God’s image means that
we have a receptivity for what if true, good, and beautiful. When even one of these
is detached, however, it creates an entry point for sin. 

2. Man’s assignment and authority (v. 15-17)

In this passage, we see a theology of work. Man is God’s vice-regent, and in his
command to “work and keep” we see an authorization to rule over the earth. Life is
not a vacation, but an occupation. After the fall, work will be hard; but work itself is
instituted before the fall. There will be work in heaven—but it will be restored,
satisfying work, without the burden that work in this life may have. We should
learn to work now, looking forward to the work of eternity. 

With verse 17, we see the first negatives enter the narrative: “not,” “die,” “evil.”
These speak to the “oughtness” of things. Boundaries are set because God wants
us to be truly free. We see the volitional capacity of man—he has the capability to
choose, free will in its truest form. 

3. Man’s mate and marriage (v. 18-24)

We find in this passage that it is “not good” for man to be alone. We were, in fact,
created for one another, for community. Loneliness is a real thing, and today’s
modern technology can tend to exacerbate our loneliness, driving us apart.  It is
biblical to say, “I need a friend.” God creates a mate for Adam. Man and woman are
meant to be interdependent and complementary. Marriage is a physical, emotional,
and spiritual union, and it sets forth the building blocks of society.
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

From this chapter we can make gospel and Christological connections:

     1. Marriage is a picture of the gospel.

     2. Jesus is the second Adam (Romans 5).

     3. Those in Christ are going back to Eden.

In worldview matters, essential questions include “what’s wrong with the world?”
and “can it be made right?” Those are questions that chapter 3 will address.

1. Why do our bodies matter? What role does a receptivity to the
transcendentals play in our lives?

2. How does it feel to know that there will also be work in heaven? What might it
mean to have work in a restored, glorified state?

3. What does this passage teach us about the role of community and human
relationships in the lives of believers?


