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IT WILL COST YOU EVERYTHING // Luke 18:18-30 
Message from the series, The Gospel of Luke 
 

While the focus of the previous passage was on dependency—believers depend on Christ as children 
depend on their parents—the focus on this passage is discipleship—what it means to be shaped by and 
come to look like Jesus by following him. In Luke 14, Jesus taught on what it means to be a disciple: it 
means hating your family in comparison to how much you love Jesus; it means picking up your cross 
and following Jesus; and it means renouncing all that you have—you cannot have a life consumed by 
stuff. This last aspect connects most strongly to this passage from Luke 18, the story of the rich ruler.  
 
Main Idea: Following Jesus will cost you everything. Will you believe that it is worth it? 
 
1. A great question. The question “What must I do to inherit eternal life?” is a great question because 
it’s a real question. Although the ruler was a Pharisee, like the Pharisee Nicodemus he wasn’t trying to 
trap Jesus—his question is sincere. It indicates that the man recognized that the religion he was 
steeped in, all the “doing” he had been caught up in, still left him empty. However, the question, “what 
must I do” isn’t the right question because it still puts the focus on what the man was doing—the right 
question is what is Jesus doing, what will God do for sinners who come to him? 
 
2. A hard answer. In some ways, Jesus’ answer is surprising. He first probes the man’s understanding 
by pointing out that, although he has called Jesus good, only God is good. Does the man recognize 
that Jesus is God? Then, he probes further by pointing to the law as the way to eternal life. We know 
from all of scripture that the law cannot bring eternal life because humans cannot keep it. The function 
of the law is to show people their own unrighteousness and their need for God. But Jesus has 
employed this method of evangelism because he knows this man and knows that he believes he has 
kept the law. He has a lack of the self-knowledge required for sinners to be saved—only through 
recognizing ourselves as sinful and repenting can we come to Christ. We cannot merit eternal life by 
our own efforts. Our only hope is in Christ, who, though sinless, died a sinner’s death to pay for our 
transgressions. He offers us his righteousness. 
 
3. A sad response. Jesus sees that the man is convinced he has kept the law, so he offers one more 
test case, this time placing a finger on the central issue in this man’s heart—his wealth. He loves his 
possessions more than God. Instead of following Jesus, the man keeps his possessions and walks away. 
He is not willing to let go of his stuff and it cost him eternal life. Both the man and Jesus respond with 
sadness. 
 
4. True discipleship. Jesus’ statement that “what is impossible with man is possible with God” reminds 
us that salvation is not an act of our will. God gives us the strength to let go of the things we are 
clinging to in this life. Wealth is not the only thing that people might value above following God, but in 
his grace, God can give the ability to lay it aside. Christ does not try to convince us of the 
worthlessness of our worldly loves. Rather, he makes himself so attractive that we can willingly set 
aside any good thing in order to hold on to the best thing, the only thing of lasting value that can 
eternally satisfy: Christ himself. Abandon your life to follow Jesus; eternal life is not just length, but 
quality, and it starts not at physical death, but at the moment you begin to follow Jesus. 
 
D I S C U S S I O N   Q U E S T I O N S 
 
1. How would you respond if someone asked you, “How can I have eternal life”? 

2. Why is it important to understand the purpose of the law? What role does the law play in the life of 

a believer? 

3. What has God called you to set aside through his strength? How has Christ made himself more 

appealing than any worldly love in your life? 


