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KIDS AND THE KINGDOM // Luke 18:15-17

While this passage on Jesus and the children can be used to address many different topics and
questions, primarily it continues to explore the question that has been the focus of this section of the
gospel of Luke: “Who is going to be part of the kingdom?” Jesus indicates that the heart of a child is an
illustration of the necessary heart posture for entering the kingdom. As our church continues to grow
younger demographically, we can also use this passage to consider what role the church, parents, and
individuals play in making disciples and bringing children to Christ. Ultimately, to do children’s ministry
is to do kingdom ministry.

1. Parents are to be the primary disciple-makers of their children (v. 15a)

While all believers are to take part of the Great Commission to go and make disciples (Matt 28: 19-20),
parents have the unique opportunity to make disciples of their own children. This is their responsibility,
regardless of the availability of the ministry of the local church. In verse 15, the “they” who were
bringing the children most likely points to the individual parents bringing their own children. And they
were bringing them for a specific purpose—for Jesus to touch them. The appealing trustworthiness
exuded by Jesus is a model for all who would be engaged in children’s ministry.

2. Churches are to make it easy for families to connect to ministry (v. 15b)

When Jesus’ followers saw the parents bringing their children, they rebuked them. Why? While there’s
no clear answer, it can be assumed that the disciples had confused their values with God’s values. They
valued “maturity” and didn’t want Jesus distracted by “lesser things.” How can the church avoid
similarly misplaced values? Do we make it easy for families to connect with the ministry of Jesus, which
today is through the local church? How can we remove barriers?

3. Children are to be encouraged in taking steps of faith towards Jesus (v. 16)

From an operational standpoint, it could be said that it is easier to do ministry without children. But
Jesus says, “Let the children come to me.” We should pray to receive children into our church; we
should pray to be absolutely overwhelmed by the number of children and families coming through our
doors. God often gives a church what they really want. Let us really want children. Jesus sees children’s
ministry as kingdom ministry.

4. People are to receive Christ with the heart posture of small children (v. 17)

What does it mean to come to Jesus like a little child? Firstly, it does not mean that we come without
questions (children ask questions endlessly!). It doesn’t mean that we will find it easy to submit to
authority—just as it is difficult for children to submit to parents, it’s hard to take up your cross. It
doesn’t mean that we will perfectly follow directions—as with children obedience must be taught,
learned, and reinforced. It also can’t mean coming to Jesus with gratitude—as with obedience, children
must be taught to be thankful. So, what does it mean? It means coming with a sense of dependence.
Children know that they are dependent on their parents, and we are dependent on Christ. We do not
grow out of this dependence. As we progress in our Christian walk, our dependence on Christ only
increases. We grow into deeper dependence.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Why is it important to remember that parents are the primary disciple-makers of their children? If
parents are primary, what role does the church play?

2. What obstacles to children’s ministry can the church think about removing? What would this look
like in practical terms?

3. What does it look like to mature in our faith while growing in dependency on Christ?



