
 
 
 
 
 
October 1, 2020 
 
Greetings church family and friends, 
 
Welcome to October! There’s a lot happening at Coats Baptist Church. Below you’ll find a list of news and 
events for the month to come. I encourage you to participate as your schedule allows. Again, thank you 
for your patience and flexibility over the last four months. In God’s good grace, the ministry of Coats 
Baptist Church has been a true success. I look forward to seeing how God will use each of you this fall.   
 
New Sunday Schedule | Begins Sunday, October 4 
Since June, we’ve held two identical Sunday services, 9:30 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. We’ve tried our best to 
serve you with clear instructions, a safe and welcoming environment, and Christ-honoring worship 
services. That’s our continued commitment to you. Over the summer, we’ve been watching the logistics 
and mechanics of Sunday – attendance, demographics, traffic flow, and all the rest. Given the trajectory 
of growth, we believe it is time to introduce a duplicate Sunday morning service at 11:00 a.m. 
 
What you need to know: 
• Join us for Sunday morning worship at 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. (identical services) 
• Come back Sunday evening at 6:00 p.m. (different service)  
• Registration isn’t required. We’ll keep a close eye on physical distancing capacities.  
• Two side entrances are available. Enter as you do now, or the opposite-side doors in the back. 
• Extended parking available. Follow the signs, cones, and the smiling welcome team. 
• Childcare isn’t provided, yet. We aim to begin reopening safe and functional childcare soon. 

The 9:30 | 11:00 schedule is designed for growth. Offering back-to-back services not only meets our 
current pandemic needs but paves a path for the future of Coats Baptist. The question we’re asking is 
not “How do we get back to normal?” but “How do we chart a faithful way forward?” I believe you’re 
asking the very same thing. The new Sunday morning schedule helps us along that trajectory by 
expanding our attendance capacity while also allowing for identical services. It also provides a more 
efficient platform for our servant-volunteer teams (e.g. worship, tech, welcome ministries, etc). What 
is more, in due time the duplicate hours will enlarge our children’s ministry and on-campus discipleship 
efforts. The future is bright. Faithful forward, together we go.  
 

CBC 101 | Sunday, October 4 at 4:30 p.m.  
Join us in the Fellowship Hall for this special 1-hour class on taking a next step at Coats Baptist. Whether 
you’d like more information on becoming a Christian, participating in baptism, or joining the church 
membership – CBC 101 is for you. Children are welcome. Bring the family.  
 
Deacon Ordination | Sunday, October 4 at 6:00 p.m. 
Leadership development is a mark of a healthy church. I’m pleased to announce that Jesse Danner will be 
ordained as a deacon of Coats Baptist (Acts 6:1-7, 1 Tim 3:8-13). I invite you to attend this special service.  
 



Outdoor Homecoming Sunday | Sunday, October 11 at 11:00 a.m. (no 9:30 a.m. or 6:00 p.m. services) 
In an effort to bring our church congregation together for one service, we will hold a special outdoor 
service followed by a picnic lunch. Dr. Bruce Ashford, Jr., professor of theology at Southeastern Seminary, 
will be our guest preacher. Please bring enough chairs and/or blankets for your seating and lunch for your 
family. Additional chairs will be provided for your convenience, but I’m not sharing my lunch. :-)  
 
In the event of an inclement weather forecast, we will move indoors, forgo the picnic lunch and follow our 
new Sunday morning schedule at 9:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. We will make that call by Friday, October 2.  
There will be no evening service, rain or shine. 
 
Baby Dedication | Sunday, October 18 and 25 morning services 
The year 2020 might go down as the “Baby-palooza” at Coats Baptist. We’ve had a total of 12 babies born 
among the congregation. Wow, let that sink in. God is blessing our young families. We need to prepare our 
ministries and our facilities for growth. We start by dedicating these babies to the Lord (1 Sam. 1:26-28). 
We do so publicly, through prayer and surrender to Christ. May God continue to bless these families as 
they lead their little ones! 
 
Sunday Nights Together | Beginning Sunday, October 18 
Sunday mornings are wide. We intentionally try to reach the masses in the morning. That’s when most 
people go to church. It’s when the gospel advances the furthest, the potential is the greatest, and the 
church grows the fastest. But Sunday nights are deep. Such time brings opportunity for more in-depth 
teaching, special services, and extended time together. That’s why I’m excited to re-introduce the Sunday 
night service. We’ll be studying 1 Timothy together. Let me encourage you to join us. I love you, I love the 
church, I love the Bible, and I love Sunday nights.  
 
Servants Needed | Welcome Team and Tech Ministry 
More ministry means more service opportunities. To aid in our expansion of the Sunday schedule, we’re 
looking for more servants on Sunday. If you would like to serve on the welcome team or in the tech 
ministry, please contact Pastor Jimmy at jimmy@coatsbaptist.com. We’d love to have you serve with us! 
 
 
Again, there’s a lot going on around here and... it’s all about Him! 
 
 
 
 
 
Neal Thornton 
 
PS: Thank you for your faithful financial support. Your sacrificial giving provides for the current ministry of 
Coats Baptist while laying a foundation for the future. To learn more about biblical stewardship and ways 
you can give, please visit coatsbaptist.com/give. 
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WORSHIP WITH US 
Sunday morning 9:30 | 11am 

Sunday evening 6pm 


