
SERMON DISCUSSION GUIDE                  
FROM JULY 19, 2020 

 
 
“Asking for Help to Speak Up When You Are Told to Shut Up // Acts 4:23-31 
Message from Dr. Jim Shaddix 
 

We live in an age with a great need for the gospel, but we also live in a culture that is pushing back against 
the gospel.  

This passage details the prayer of the disciples who were facing heightened persecution and push-back 
against the gospel. They had to choose between obeying men and obeying God—they chose to obey God 
and fulfill the reason they had been left on the earth.  

This passage demonstrates what we need to do to have God’s help to be bold witnesses.  

 

Three challenges: 

1. Acknowledge God’s sovereignty (v. 24-28) 

The disciples are not asking for anything from God in the first five verses of this prayer. Instead, the verses 
point to who God is, which is the foundation for his people to be able to ask anything of him.  

The word for sovereign comes from the Greek word for despot—a slave owner with unquestioned authority. 
The disciples acknowledge that they are slaves of God—not slaves to a depraved, sinful man, but to a God 
who is good, righteous, just, and loving. If we recognize that we belong to this kind of God, then we can 
serve whether we feel like it or not.  

God is sovereign over creation (v. 24—he made the heavens and the earth); over revelation (v. 25--he 
revealed his will to his people, including David); over salvation (v. 26--salvation was given through the 
Anointed); and over history (v. 27-28--everything that happened was predestined by God). Nothing catches 
God off guard or surprises him, not even the chaos we see around us—he is in control of the universe. 

2. Ask for his help (v. 29-30) 

The disciples are praying in the most powerful way they can—according to the will of God. They are praying 
for God do what he is already doing—being sovereign. 

They are praying for the Holy Spirit to be real in their lives; according to Acts 1:8 the Holy Spirit will bring 
them power. And in Acts 4, we see that the Holy Spirit gives them power to boldly open their mouths.  

We convince ourselves we are unique in our timidity, but witnessing is hard for most people. It doesn’t come 
naturally. That’s why God gave us the Holy Spirit.  

3. Anticipate God’s answer 

We may say that we don’t see God moving today like he does in this passage—but the answer may be that 
we aren’t praying like they pray in this passage. If we pray like this, we may see a greater manifestation of 
God backing us up.  

They were praying for a filling of the Spirit—praying that God would do in them what he gave them the Holy 
Spirit to do. Just because they were saved and were indwelt with the Spirit, didn’t mean that the full-
effective power of the Spirit was normative in their lives—they pray that God will do what he intended to do 
in them.  

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

1. Have you experienced push-back against the gospel? Is it encouraging to see that others have 
experienced similar issues? 

2. Why is it important to acknowledge who God is before we consider what God can do for us? How does 
this encourage us to be bold in our prayers? 

3. Why must Christians, who are saved and indwelt by the Spirit, pray for the Spirit to fill them?  How does 
this filling enable followers to speak boldly? 


