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THE SPIRIT-FILLED CHURCH: LOVE // John 13:34-35 
Morning message from the series, The Spirit-Filled Church 
 

The church is given a number of “one another” commands in the New Testament: to greet one 
another, comfort one another, bear with one another, be kind to one another. They are told to 
teach, admonish, encourage, do good to, exhort, stir up, confess sin to, pray for, and show 
hospitality to one another. 

And, notably, they are commanded to love one another. What is the main idea of this new 
commandment (John 13:34)? With new life comes new love. The only way Christians can carry out 
the commandment to love is to be filled with the spirit.  

 

Main Idea: There’s no love like church love. 

 

1. Church love puts the focus on spiritual siblings (v. 34a) 

No other organization on earth can love like the church can love. Even the love in family and 
marital relationships doesn’t measure up because those relationships are temporal—only in Christ 
can relationships be eternal. We want our children and parents and spouse to be our brothers and 
sisters in Christ.  

 
2. Church love applies the gospel with success in mind (v.34b) 

Although we are called to love our neighbor as ourselves, this is too low a bar for relationships 
inside the church. Inside the church, we are to love others the way Jesus loved us.  

 a. Christ loved us with obedient action (Mark 14:36) 

 b. Christ loved us without condition (Luke 23:34) 

 c. Christ loved us with humble sacrifice (Philippians 2:8) 

 
3. Church love shows the world that Christ has a following (v. 35) 

What will really get the world’s attention? Loving each other. But it’s not just the people out there 
who need to know you are a follower of Jesus—you do, too. How can you have assurance that you 
are following Jesus? By loving.  

Have you learned to love one another? 1 Thessalonians 4:9 indicates that it is God who teaches the 
church to love one another—it is a love that transforms and a love that transcends. 

 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

1. Do we tend to see our relationships in the church on the same level as our other relationships? 

How can we prioritize loving our brothers and sisters in Christ?  

2. How can we love like Jesus loved us? What are some practical ways we can love with obedient 

action, without condition, and with humble sacrifice? 

3. What makes the love Christians have for each other so revealing to the world?  


