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HYPOCRISY 101 // Luke 11:37-12:3 
Morning message from the series, The Gospel of Luke 
 

We must learn to love what God loves and hate what God hates. God loves truth, humility, righteousness, justice, people, his own 
Son, his gospel, life, and eternal life. He hates sin, evil, divorce, death, pride, and hypocrisy. 

What is a hypocrite? A person who pretends to be something they are not (v. 40). It does not refer to someone who merely makes 
mistakes and struggles to do what is right.  

THE MAIN POINT: Stay clear of religious hypocrites and their hypocrisy. 

“Beware the leaven of the Pharisee, which is hypocrisy” (Luke 12:1) 

 

What’s the profile of a religious hypocrite? 

The text presents six characteristics: 

1. Hypocrites compensate for spiritual poverty with earthly riches (v. 42) 

The Pharisees tithed down to the decimal, not because they loved God, but because they wanted to keep the rule—they kept the 
letter of the law in matters of minor obedience, but neglected the big things of God. 

2. Hypocrites crave public recognition (v. 43) 

The Pharisees were especially concerned with religious accomplishments, but were lacking in humility. 

3. Hypocrites corrupt others with their immoral influence (v. 44) 

Contact with something dead meant ceremonial uncleanness in Jewish law. Few noticed that the Pharisees were spiritually dead 
inside because they were so focused on the external cleanness; but they would corrupt and defile those who came in contact with 
them—a moral uncleanness rather than ceremonial uncleanness.  

4. Hypocrites concoct legalistic approaches to life (v. 46) 

There are two ditches to avoid—legalism (a focus on rules) and moralism (a focus on just being a good, moral person). The 
Pharisees’ legalism demonstrates that they have rejected the love of God and the light is not in them. 

5. Hypocrites cover up personal sin with the veneer of good deeds (v. 47) 

The Pharisees’ good deeds were a façade, deceiving other people and attempting to deceive God. 

6. Hypocrites confuse the clear teaching of God’s word (v. 52) 

The Pharisees turned the Bible into a book of obscurities, turning what God had made clear into confusion, and they attempt to 
eclipse the hero of the Bible—Jesus.  

 

What does this mean for us? 

• God is not concerned with what you do, but with who you are (hypocrisy is the reverse). 

• God truly knows who you really are—that’s liberating. 

• You need to give God what’s on the inside. 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

1. Do we love what God loves and hate what he hates? How can we know what he loves and hates? How can we grow to become 

more like him in our own loves and hates? 

2. What makes religious hypocrites so dangerous? What does avoiding hypocrisy look like in our day to day lives? 

3. Why is it liberating that God knows who we truly are? From what are we liberated? 


