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LEARNING HOW TO PRAY // Luke 11:5-13 
Morning message from the series, The Gospel of Luke 
 

Main Idea: Jesus is calling us to a life of persistent prayer. 

 

The first four verses of Luke 11 are the Lord’s Prayer and focus on content—what to pray. Verses 5-13 focus on the attitude or 
posture of prayer—how to pray. 

A helpful acrostic for remembering different types of prayer spells out the word ACTS—adoration, confession, thanksgiving, 
supplication. The word supplication is the supply list—it is what we need from God, and is the kind of prayer on view here. 

This passage forms a “parable sandwich.” The first parable (v. 5-8) illustrates that if shameless persistence can obtain bread 
from a neighbor, how much more would earnest prayer obtain from our heavenly Father.  

Jesus then gives a promise (v. 9-10)—that what is asked will be given. He introduces a series of commands that present a 
pattern: ask, seek, knock. 

 

Three Modes of Prayer Every Christian Must Learn: 

1. Ask—praying for God’s best 

These are prayers for material things, physical needs, our daily bread. They are tangible. 

2. Seek—praying for God’s will 

This moves from the tangible to the intangible; it is looking for answers to questions. It requires humility and knowledge of 
God’s word. 

3. Knock—praying for God’s hand 

This is praying for God to move. It is not so much “knocking on heaven’s door” as it knocking against the locked door—the 
roadblock or stronghold we need God to conquer.  

 

Prayers may appear to go unanswered, but we recognize that we often don’t understand what we need and what would be 
best for us as God does; but, when we pray with humility, from Scripture, in holiness we bring a colossal concoction before the 
Lord. 

Jesus concludes the parable sandwich with another story illustration (v.11-13)—what father would give his children serpents 
or scorpions when they ask him for food: fish or eggs? How much more will our heavenly Father give good gifts? Jesus 
promises that the Father will give the Holy Spirit to his children. Why? Because the Holy Spirit is the greatest gift anyone can 
receive. When you ask for a gift, God gives you the Giver; if you ask for supply, God will give you the source. 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

1. Are we persistent in our prayers? How long do we pray for something before concluding that God is not going to 

give it to us? How does God’s word encourage us to keep at it?  

2. Could we categorize our prayer list by “ask,” “seek,” and “knock” requests? Which category is most full?  

3. Have we recognized God as a “how much more” kind of Father? Let us to remember to praise him for his 

exceeding and abundant provision. 


