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FREE TO SERVE // Galatians 5:13 
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The apostle Paul wrote the letter to the Galatian churches to address problems that had arisen. 
Some groups in these churches were insisting on the continuation of Old Testament regulations, 
including circumcision. Paul writes his most strongly worded letter in response, proclaiming that 
justification comes through faith alone. The law is there to show us we cannot keep the law. Jesus 
kept the law, living a perfect life, but then paid the penalty we deserved through substitutionary 
atonement. He not only paid the price for us; but set us free. 

 

THREE STATEMENTS ABOUT TRUE FREEDOM 

1. True freedom is given by God through Christ. People often look for freedom in all the wrong 
places; they are acting out of a fear of being trapped. Jesus has come to set you free. 

2. True freedom is limited by biblical boundaries. Freedom in Christ means that we are free to 
obey. The boundaries are there for our protection. 

3. True freedom is shown best by serving others. When you love God, you can’t help but serve 
others. 

 

FOUR WAYS THE GOSPEL “FREES YOU UP” TO SERVE CHRIST 

1. Every act of service is a unique contribution to the advancement of God’s kingdom (1 Peter 
4:10). No one can serve just like you--the church needs you to play your part. 

2. Only through service will you discover who God has truly designed you to be (Ephesians 
2:10). You will find your purpose when you wed it to God’s purpose and do all for his glory and 
honor. 

3. Service is a spiritual endeavor that requires you to forget yourself and rely on spiritual 
strength (John 14:12-14). What God is calling us to do it outside of ourselves--it requires 
supernatural power, so we must lean into prayer and rely on him. 

4. No matter how much you serve, you will never out-serve Jesus (Mark 10:45). Christ has 
already perfectly fulfilled the command to “present your bodies as a living sacrifice” (Romans 12:1). 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

1. Do we tend to see boundaries as good things, placed for our protection? Or are we inclined 

to resent our boundaries?  

2. What unique contribution can you make to advance the kingdom? Pray that God will reveal 

areas of service for you. 

3. Do we rest in God’s spiritual strength to serve others, or do we choose to do just what we 

can do in our own power? 


