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FITTING IN THE BODY // 1 Corinthians 12 
Morning message from Dr. Chuck Lawless, SEBTS 
 

 

How can we better serve our church? Why has God brought us here? 

 

1. God gives spiritual gifts as he wishes (v.1-11) 

God gives all of us something to do in his church--each and every member is given a gift for the 
common good of the body. None of us has room for pride because it’s not about us. 

 

2. Diversity is necessary to the body (v.12-21) 

God breaks down every barrier that divides us and every prejudice that consumes us. We must be 
willing to love the body because that’s what we’re called to do. Diversity makes the church work--God 
brings our gifts together to make the body function. We often have people attending, but not 
attached, not participating in the work. Problems arise when we have people trying to serve with their 
own gifts, but also trying to fulfill other roles as well because some people aren’t stepping in to serve 
with their gifts. 

 

3. Even those who feel less significant are still needed (v.22-24) 

God gives even more attention to the people who feel they are weaker. They matter to the church 
because everyone has something to offer the church. 

 

4. What happens to one member affects all the members (v. 25-26) 

If one suffers, all suffer; if one has cause to celebrate, all celebrate. Because God has broken down 
every barrier between members of the body, all is shared in common. 

 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

1. How can we discern spiritual gifts and ensure we are using them for the common good? 

 

2. How can we guard against seeing our gifts as belonging only to us, either to keep to ourselves 

or as a means of glorifying ourselves, rather than God? 

 

3. How can we be intentional about celebrating the diversity of gifts in the church and honoring all 

the ways in which God calls his people to serve? 


